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Pickens Street
slated to reopen
this weekend
Delay in road maintenance
caused by heavy rains
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

DINING ON A
‘SHOESTRING’
SG, Sodexo introduce catering
program for student organizations
Spencer Scott

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s not quite the dollar menu, but Carolina Dining will
now offer student organizations an option for cheaper
on-campus catering.
Sodexo kicked off its “Shoestring Catering” service
with a food sampling ranging from hors d’oeuvres to
dessert in the Russell House Ballroom Wednesday
evening.
Carolina Catering, a division of Carolina Dining,
a l read y h a nd le s c ater i ng for t he u n iver sit y ’s
administration and faculty, but for the past 12 years, it
hasn’t provided that service to student organizations,
according to Rick Gant, the catering director. The
new initiative, a project of USC’s former Student Body
President Joe Wright, aims to provide competitively
priced food for student organizations, which might not be
able to foot the bill for a Carolina Catering event.

Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“It’s the basics — affordable and simple,” Gant said.
Wright said he had been working on the initiative since
last year and hoped it would offer student organizations
25 percent in savings from Carolina Dining’s previous
catering prices.
“They didn’t feel like they were getting a competitive
price for using Carolina Dining’s food services,” Wright
said. So he negotiated with Sodexo and worked out a new,
more student-oriented menu.
In most cases, the cost decreased from Carolina
Catering, but prices range significantly based on the food
items requested. “Basic flavors” of ice cream costs $40
for three gallons — 50 servings, according to the menu
— while “premium flavors” cost $50 for three gallons.
Ice cream toppings such as chocolate sauce, fruit and
sprinkles cost an additional $75 for 50 servings.
Chicken wings go for $65 for 100, compared to $65.39
(including tax) for the same number from Wing Zone.
Rice Krispies treats and brownies sell for $12 per dozen.
Each can of soda costs $1.25, sweet tea sells for $10 per
gallon, and coffee is $12 per gallon.

Ly n n s a i d t h a t J o h n
Willingham, who is in charge
of the review, started ranking
programs months ago. He
b e g a n w i t h a l i s t of t h e
nation’s top universities that
had honors colleges, and
he visited USC during the
review process. Lynn said
the university found out last
Friday that its honors college
will top the list.
The rankings will be
released in an e-publication
guide that will cost $7.99; it
will provide both statistical
and narrative information
about honors colleges,

according to the guide’s
website.
Ly n n s a i d t h e H o n o r s
College curriculum touts a
number of unique and strong
courses and has benefitted
from support from the
university.
“We have such an amazing
n u m b e r of c o u r s e s , a n d
really, we have had such
tremendous suppor t from
the upper administration for
many year s — and good
leadership too,” he said.
— Compiled by Cassie Cope,
News Editor

USC’s campus earns
bike-friendly distinction
University
first in SEC
to gain rating
Rachel Dean

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC is “bicycle friendly,” according to the
League of American Bicyclists, becoming the fi rst
SEC school to earn the distinction.
The League of American Bicyclists use national
bicycle experts as well as local reviewers on USC’s
bike advisory committee to evaluate applications
for the award. The local committee is composed
of students, faculty and staff from Sustainable
Carolina, Outdoor Recreation, Healthy Carolina,
L aw E n f or c e me nt a nd S a f e t y a nd Veh ic le
Management and Parking Services.

Thursday
88°

59°

Friday
86°

63°

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Honors College ranks No. 1
The South Carolina Honors
College has been ranked
No. 1 by “A Review of 50
Public Universit y Honors
Programs ,” the fir st- ever
ranking of honors colleges,
according to Honors College
Dean Steve Lynn.
“I think we have thought
we were really good, but
it’s very nice to have that
c o nf i r m e d by s o m e b o d y
else,” Lynn said. “I think the
reputation of the Honor s
College has been high, but
to have somebody actually
make a list and put us at the
top of it is really gratifying.”

The 600 block of Pickens Street, between its
intersections with Blossom and Greene streets,
will reopen this weekend.
A sewer pipe below the road surface broke
last Thursday, according to Destin Goins, an
assistant street superintendent for the City of
Columbia, and the street was torn up to perform
maintenance work.
The road was slated to reopen today, Goins
said, but heavy rains on Saturday saturated the
ground and kept a concrete fill from setting on
time.
Workers poured cement Wednesday, Goins
said, and the road will be ready for traffic by
Friday if fair weather holds out or by Monday if
it doesn’t.
“The longer we can keep traffic off it, the
better,” he said.
The broken line and blocked road highlight
issues with the city’s aging sewer system.
“A lot of our lines need maintenance,” Bill
Davis, a wastewater engineer for the city, said.
“We go out and look for them, but with 1,100
miles (of pipes), sometimes you miss one, and
this one decided to give up. ...
“It just happens often — not terribly often,
but more than we’d like them to.”

Most developments across campus set
to finish by fall
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The 600 block of Pickens Street, between Greene
and Blossom streets, will reopen this weekend.

Credit cards present
risks to students
Debt, damaged credit ratings
among potential hazards
to young consumers
Caroline Baity

CBAITY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Schools were judged in five categories, according
to the League’s website, which it has dubbed the
“five E’s”: engineering, education, encouragement,
enforcement and evaluation and planning.
Together, the categories, respectively, are used
to judge applicants on what they’ve constructed
to promote cycling on campus , whether they
teach students and staff about bike safety, how
much they promote cycling, how bikers and law
enforcement interact and what programs schools
have implemented or planned for the future.
I n t hat regard, USC plans to increase t he
number of bicycle lanes and promote awareness
of educational opportunities and programs, such
as the Abandoned Bike Project and Travel Lightly
Day, according to Katie Coley, the director of
Outdoor Recreation.
Coley said that the abandoned bike project is a

Students and young adults have become
targets for credit card companies looking to
take advantage of the irresponsibility and lack
of financial maturity among young consumers.
“W hen you don’t manage it effectively,
a credit card can drastically damage your
consu mer credit,” said Cat her i ne Sale,
financial literacy coordinator. “I have seen
students come into the [financial literacy
office] with five, six thousand dollars in debt
and needing a way out. There’s been a huge
increase in the number of students trying to
declare bankruptcy because they are trying
to balance overwhelming amounts of student
loan debt, but also this creeping credit card
debt.”
As 2011 rolled over to 2012, the annual
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Dorae Saunders

Domestic Violence

One more round

The Mix interviews
Columbia-born,
America’s Got Talent
drag queen Dorae
Saunders.

Columnist Emily Anderson says domestic
violence campaigns
ignore male victims.

Stephen Garcia
made his first return
to Williams-Brice
Stadium for Pro Day
Wednesday.
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Writing center gets
renovations, more space
Program saw record
number of students
visit last semester
Ashley Hinkel

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s writing center saw a
record number of students last
semester, and with its newly
expanded space, its leaders hope
to keep that momentum going.
The renovations began a
week before spring break and
have nearly doubled the center’s
space.
Located on the seventh floor
of the Byrnes building , the
center saw an unprecedented
2,500 students last semester,
a nd Gra ha m Stowe, it s
associate director, hopes that
t he se nu mb er s w i l l g row
now that space is available
to accommodate even more
students.
“We were crammed in our
other space and it was loud and
hard to get things done,” Stowe
said. “This expansion allows
more space for learning and
writing, which is what we are
all about.”
I mprovement s i nclude
an entirely new room fully
equ ipped w it h computers,
which the center hopes will
eventually become a place for
students to come in and write.
The renovations were funded

by the English department and
were included in the writing
center’s budget.
Though most students that
come to the center are firstyear and graduate students, the
center is open to all students,
faculty and staff.
“Our driving philosophy is
that we just talk about writing
with people, so people come in
and sometimes we won’t look at
the paper,” Stowe said. “Instead,
we will talk about what the
paper is about and help them
develop ideas.”
The center has 14 tutors
on staff, most of whom are
g radu ate st udent s i n a n
English masters program, but
a peer tutor program is being
established for undergraduate
students to help their peers in
their writing process.
“A huge number of studies
show that peer interaction is
i nc red ibly i mp or t a nt a nd
incredibly useful for both the
client and the student-worker,”
Stowe said. “Both the students
leave a session feeling better
about themselves and their
writing.”
The writing center is open
Monday and Wednesday until
5 p.m. and Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday until 7 p.m.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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CARDS ● Continued from 1
a mou nt of st udent loa n s
c ro s sed t he $10 0 bi l l ion
mark, and as a result student
debt now exceeds $1 trillion,
according to a study done
by the National Association
of Consu mer Bank r uptc y
Attorneys this year.
Due to t hese massive
amounts of borrowing and
spending, t here’s been an
approximate 50- to 70-percent
i nc rea se of you ng adu lt s
forced to file for bankruptcy,
according to the study. Many
of the young adults in this
sit uat ion have up to fou r
credit card accounts and are
unable to pay off any of them.
The reasons students make
the decision to sign up for
credit cards vary, but the most
common reason is to build a
good credit history or to use
in the case of an emergency,
sa id Ebon i Nelson, a n
associate professor in the law
school . You ng consumers
believe that they will only
u se t hei r c red it c a rds to
pay for small or emergency
purchases, she said, but over
time people — young adults
especially — begin spending
irresponsibly.
This irresponsible spending
stems primarily from a lack
of maturity. Swiping a credit
card can become “mindless,”
Sale said, because consumers
have no contact w it h t he
m o n e y t h e y ’r e a c t u a l l y
spending. It’s often not until
t hey receive t he bill, she
said, that they realize how
much money they’ve spent

— and it’s often too much loopholes.
“‘I ndependent f inancial
for unemployed students to
resources’ can be anything
handle.
Account holders who can’t rang ing f rom money in a
pay off their credit cards each savings account to student
month will start paying only loans to stipends, but you
t he low required mont hly don’t actually have to have
payment, which can form bad income to qualif y on your
fi nancial habits, Nelson said, own,” Nelson said. “You can
and credit card users should still use student loans, which
be aware t hat pay ing t he is debt, to get into more debt,
monthly minimum balance which is exactly what a credit
card is.”
isn’t enough to build credit.
W h ile credit cards a nd
In act ualit y, she said, it
can destroy a person’s credit l o a n s c a n c au s e s e r io u s
trouble, Nelson said they are
history.
“ T he st udent w i l l ju st also very important and can
start paying the minimum be effective for building a
p a y m e nt ,” N e l s o n , w h o good credit history.
After students graduate,
specializes in commercial and
consumer law, said. “If you their credit scores are studied
have a $1,000 balance owed, b y a v a r i e t y o f p e o p l e ,
but your minimum payment including future employers
is only $25 or $30 a month, and landlords, Sale said.
I n order to bu i ld good
you’ll just pay that minimum
payment. However, you’re credit, debts must be managed
racking up a lot of money in well and paid off responsibly,
interest fees that you’re going a n d N e l s o n s u g g e s t e d
to have to pay. It becomes that t hat st udent s become a n
$25 for two pizzas is really authorized user on a parent’s
going to cost you $40 or $50 account for as long as possible
when you tack on all of the in order to build their credit
history.
interest.”
“This way you can learn
I n 2009, in light of t he
s e v e r i t y o f c r e d i t c a r d those fi nancial responsibility
debt among young adults, b e h a v i o r s b y b e i n g a n
Congress passed the CARD aut horized user on a card
Act, which requires all people without all the temptation
under the age of 21 to have of overspending,” she said.
a co-signer on their account “Younger st udents should
— or prove that they have really reject t he urge and
enough financial resources to temptation to get a credit
pay the minimum monthly card, because they can very
quickly, with that freedom,
bill.
While the act has helped get in over their heads.”
slow the number of young
credit card users, Nelson said, Comments on this story?
some companies have found Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Student organization leaders sample an array of food trays that are available in
Carolina Catering’s “Shoestring Catering” initiative at a kickoff event Wednesday.
SHOESTRING ● Continued from 1

on using the new catering option for
an upcoming luncheon. She and her
friend Rachel Haisfield, a second-year
hospitality management student, sampled
some of the food laid out at the showcase.
They described the fruit as “juicy” and
the Rice Krispies treats as “homemade,
soft, and delicious.”
“We’ll probably do a fruit tray or
sandwiches,” Yeh said. “We’ll probably
have to feed 25 to 35 people. It’s
convenient and directed towards us, so
that’s nice.”

To use the “Shoestring Catering,”
student organizations also pay a $20
setup and delivery fee, though that can
be avoided by picking up the food from
the catering office in Capstone House.
Cy nt h ia Steele, t he m a rket i ng
manager at Carolina Dining, said she
sent an email to leaders in USC’s student
organizations and to Housing promoting
the event; about 50 students attended the
event, Steele said.
Hilary Yeh, a third-year hospitality
management student who attended Comments on this story?
the showcase event, said she planned Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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BIKE ● Continued from 1
way to “re-purpose” bicycles that have been
abandoned on campus. Parking Services first
tries to locate the bike’s owner, and, if they’re
unsuccessful, the bicycle is repaired and given a
new owner, a student or faculty member who is
chosen after applying for one online.
“It’s a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis, and all you
do is pay for the parts that the bike needs for
repair and Outdoor Rec actually includes a free
bike tag and free front and back LED safe lights,
so it’s a pretty sweet little deal,” Coley said.
Coley said that the collective efforts of the
group helped push the university toward earning
the distinction.
“The great thing about the committee is that

we’ve got so many people involved in it,” Coley
said. “We talk about so many different things
that everyone is able to give their input and help
get this award.”
Jessica Johnston , t he director of Healt hy
Carol i na, sa id t hat USC’s bic ycle-f r iendly
campus is crucial to achieving her organization’s
goal of healthier living.
“By promot i ng rout i ne phy sica l ac t iv it y
through cycling, we are improving the health and
well-being of our campus,” she said. “This award
is confi rmation of the university’s investment in
making the healthy choice the simple choice for
our community.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Make the most of your
summer with transferable
credit and lower tuition.
Summer
Registration
is going
on now
Choose from three summer
terms plus weekend courses.
Visit midlandstech.edu
today to get started.

Save money and earn your degree faster by
taking summer courses at Midlands Technical
College. Ask your advisor about transferring
MTC credits to your four-year institution.
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Plans to build new bike lanes, like the one pictured above,
were among the positives cited in USC’s new ranking.

You can get anywhere from here.

(803) 738-8324 • midlandstech.edu
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Shoestring catering
leaves us hungry
Students looking for catering for their
next student organization event now have a
new menu of items to choose from. Carolina
Di n i ng’s new “Shoest r i ng Cater i ng”
program is designed to enable more student
organizations to provide food to their
members at
events at more
“Some of the
reasonable
pricing. W hile
prices seem
t h is cer t a i n ly
reasonable,
s ou nd s l i k e a
but others
p r o g r a m t h at
we could stand
look downright
behind, there are
criminal.”
some questions
that could leave
the new catering option half-baked.
Conceived under the former Student
Government administration led by Joe
Wright, the program intends to fill a niche
for cash-strapped student organizations
hoping to provide catering for special events.
The food, geared to appeal to student palates,
is in some cases priced 50 percent less than
the equivalent option on the normal Carolina
Catering menu. This may be true for some
items, but others look more like rotten eggs
— notably the $10 price tag for a gallon of
sweet tea. For a gallon of what’s more or less
sugar water that’s available elsewhere for
half the price, it doesn’t seem to cater to the
“shoestring” mantra of the program.
The success or demise of “Shoestring
Catering” will depend on whether student
organizations take advantage of the new
offerings. It’s one thing for student leaders to
ask for cheaper catering, but we’re uncertain
how many student organizations will utilize
the program often enough to be worthwhile.
Overall, it seems like a good start, but
we’re left hungry to see what changes will
come down the road. Some of the prices
seem reasonable, but others look downright
criminal. And the program still fails to open
on-campus catering to outside competition
without an additional fee — our biggest gripe
with all on-campus catering. Competition
fosters improvement, but it looks like Sodexo
will continue to have its $100 sheet cake and
eat it too.

Domestic violence campaigns one-sided
Males constitute half
of victim population
Recently, a cloud of humanitarian
discourse has been kicked up around
the issue of domestic violence. This,
of course, is not a bad thing. Trying
to make changes and spread awareness
about the effects of abusive relationships
is an honorable and important cause
that deserves the amount
of media coverage and
public attention that it’s
get t ing . Ever y single
v ict im of domest ic
abuse should be aided
and supported by the
community.
Emily
But not every one of
Anderson
Second-year
them is getting support.
English student
Only half of them are.
The campaigns that call
for the ending of domestic abuse only
portray women as the victims of this
type of violence. As it stands, little to
no attention is given to the men who
fall prey to domestic abuse, and no one
seems to care.
This is not because men are not
being abused. They are. According to
the website for the Domestic Violence
Resource Center, “men and women
assault one another and strike the first
blow at approximately equal rates .”
However, there are risks and restrictions
that come with a man reporting being
domestically abused that don’t apply to
women in their same situation.
The public sees a “battered woman”
who seeks help after being abused as
being strong and resilient. A man who
does the same is subjected to public
scrutiny “due to cultural norms that
require men to present a strong façade
and that minimize female-perpetrated

abuse,” reports the Domestic Violence
Resource Center.
Much worse than the potential public
scrutiny is the difference in how law
enforcement handles complaints of
domestic abuse based on the gender of
the person complaining. If a man does
decide to report being domestically
abused, there’s a good chance the case
will be turned on him and he will face
some sort of conviction or punishment
h imself . A woman is hardly ever
categorized as the sole aggressor in
domestic violence situations, because
the public always seeks a way to pin it on
the man, as well.
The current social climate does not
allow many changes to be made to this
double standard. The Department of
Justice has repeatedly refused to fund
studies on domestic violence against
men and the female-specific activist
groups against domest ic v iolence
portray men as “feared ... violent and
abusive” and women as victims of this
violence, according to Concerned
Women for America member Janice
Shaw Crouse.
The problem with current efforts
to end domestic violence is that they
have become specifically feminist in
nature. The campaign calls to end
violence against women, not to end
spousal abuse. They ignore half the
population that is affected by the issue
and perpetuate the perception that
domestic abuse can only happen to
women at the hands of men.
But domestic violence isn’t a specially
feminist issue. It’s an issue that affects
all people of all genders in all social
standings — and it should be treated
that way. We shouldn’t look to End
Violence Against Women. We should
look to stop the violence as a whole.

M a r t i n Lut her K i n g Jr.
said, “I have a dream that my
... children will one day live in
a nation where they will not
be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their
character.” The recent killing of
black teen, Trayvon Martin by a
neighborhood watchman proves
his dream still has not come true.
The shooting happened on
Feb. 26, and only garnered
nat iona l at tent ion when
Zimmerman was not charged
with a crime. As a result, groups
and individuals from across the
country accused Zimmerman
of being a racist, saying he only
killed Martin because the young
man was black.
There are some facts t he
media and these people choose
to overlook. Martin did not
live in the neighborhood; he
was visiting his father, and was
walking alone at night. Martin
was recently suspended, for a
third time, from high school
after being found in a restricted
area of the school with marijuana
residue in his backpack, and there
is also evidence that he attacked
and pinned Zimmerman to the
ground.
This case has many similarities
to the accused rape of a black
prostitute by three white Duke
University lacrosse players in
2006. People around the country
accused t he players of hate
crimes and were immediately
sure of their guilt solely based on
the different races, until it was
revealed the prostitute had lied
about the whole ordeal.
It is time we move past the
1960s and start looking at the
facts of a case, rather than the
race of those involved. Also, what
about the 13-year-old white boy
in Kansas City who was doused
in gasoline and lit on fire by two
black teens solely for being a
“white boy;” where is the public
outcry for this?
— Aaron Lingler, second-year
history major

Movements deem ‘r-word’ socially improper
Special Olympics, bill attempt
to raise awareness of hurtful slurs
Every four years, millions of people across the globe
gear up for the Summer Olympics in hopes that this
year might bring gold to their team. This year, the
Summer Olympics will be held in beautiful London,
England and the opening ceremony is taking place
Friday, July 27. People are always excited to see how
their team performs and if a team brings home the gold
to their country, they are seen as a national hero.
The amount of pressure to do well that is put on these
athletes is extremely stressful to them. What’s more,
there is only wealth to be gained when these athletes
perform well and win their respected competitions.
Even though the Summer Olympians have a tough
road to travel in their sports, the Special Olympians
here in Columbia, S.C. have an even harder time in
their day-to-day life that no professional athlete could
compete with.
The Special Olympics, which are being held in

Columbia May 4-6, have a main event which occurs
every two years and features incredible athletes from
across the state. The Special Olympics always hosts
athletes who touch people’s hearts through their
determination, willpower and pure
enthusiasm for their events. However,
this year’s message is bigger than ever.
In 2010, President Barack Obama
officially signed the bill that passed
Rosa’s Law, which completely deletes
the terms “mental retardation” and
“mentally retarded” from federal health,
Callie
education and labor policies and replaces
Purvis
them with politically correct phrases
Fourth-year
such as “individual with an intellectual
English student
disability” or “intellectual disability.”
Rosa’s Law went relatively under the
radar, but groups such as Project UNIFY, which
facilitates a good majority of the Special Olympics, are
attempting to bring it to the forefront of our everyday
lives. The Special Olympics and other similar interest
groups are urging people all over the world to “end the
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IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
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R-word” or “Spread the Word to End the Word.” As
stated in Project UNIFY’s initiatives, this movement
plans “to raise the consciousness of society about the
dehumanizing and hurtful effects of the ‘R-word’
(retard or retarded) and urges people to resolve to stop
using it as an insult, casual or intended comment.”
To raise awareness of how damaging use of the
“R-word” can be on people, Special Olympics athletes
and Project U NIFY held a rally outside of the
Statehouse here in Columbia on Tuesday. The event
boasted hundreds of athletes, volunteers and onlookers
who were more than happy to spread their message.
Special-needs students face hardships in their daily
lives that most people take for granted. These ceaseless
struggles wear down on their self-confidence and make
them feel as if they are more different from their peers
than they really are. Thankfully, the Special Olympics
are organized so that special-needs athletes can gain
the pride and confidence that they deserve while also
making life-long friends. Hopefully, that campaign
affects as many people’s lives as these incredible young
student-athletes do.

and include the author’s name, year in
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CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.
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Saunders finds niche in city drag fame
Local entertainer embraces
success in tough market
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

About 10 minutes into the interview,
Dorae Saunders had to stop and greet
a fan.
“Oh yes, the show is tonight,” she
said graciously. “You should come on
out and see us. We’re going to have a
fabulous time.”
S h e a p o l o g i z e d f o r t he b r ie f
i nter r upt ion, ad m it t i ng t hat
interactions like these are becoming
a n a l most da i ly occ u r rence a nd
sometimes she feels like she can’t
go any where in Columbia without
being recognized. But unlike many
celebrities who resent their fans for
infiltrating their private lives offstage,
Saunders chooses to embrace t he
chaos.
“I strongly believe that when you
put yourself out in the public eye
as an entertainer, you belong to the
public,” Saunders said. “You’re making
a personal choice to be on display,
so not wanting to greet people, sign
autographs and take photographs is
silly. If you want to have that attitude,
you can just take your ass home.”
At the young age of 16, when most
teenagers were worried more about
high school grades or their fi rst kiss,
Saunders, a celebrity performer and
entertainer extraordinaire, was doing
her fi rst drag show. Taking the “very
small” stage at a local bar called the
Candy Shop in Columbia , Saunders
said she was immediately hooked on
the entertainment drug, and began
performing at any cabaret that was
willing to give her a chance.
But finding venues open to hiring
new performers, she said, is a task
often easier said than done.
“One of the hardest things when
you’re first starting out is finding your
niche and finding people who are
willing to give you a shot,” Saunders
s a id. “ You a l mo st h ave to h ave
someone vouching for you and saying,
‘give this person a chance’ to really
start getting somewhere.”
A lt hough she openly admits to

Growing up back
then, every gay little
black boy wanted
to be Leroy from
‘Fame.’ But built like I
was, even my mama
was saying, ‘Baby,
maybe you ought to
rethink things.’”

Courtesy of Facebook.com

Columbia drag queen Dorae Saunders was featured on television show “America’s Got Talent” and now performs at local venues.
not having the long, lean legs and
elongated torso of the typical “dancer’s
body,” Sau nders’ f irst foray into
performance art came from a string
of dance classes offered by USC’s
summer programs. And once she got
into dance, Saunders knew there was
no other alternative for her career —
this was what she was meant to do.
If only there were a way to perfectly
blend her body type with her greatest
passion.
Enter t he world of drag
entertainment.
“Growing up back then, every gay
little black boy wanted to be Leroy
from ‘Fame,’” she said with a laugh.
“But built like I was, even my mama
was saying, ‘Baby, maybe you ought
to rethink things.’ Then I went to my
first drag show here in Columbia, and
I knew it was the perfect outlet for me
to entertain.”
Fast for ward to 2012. Saunders

has taken her unique act all over the
country, performing close to home
in Columbia and even venturing out
as far as Alaska, which she describes
a s one of her mo st “hu mbl i ng ”
experiences. The entertainer even
enjoyed a television stint on ‘America’s
Got Talent’ in 2008. But though one
might think the best takeaway from
her on-air time was being viewed by
millions of fans around the world,
Saunders said one particular thing that
reaffirmed her role as a performer.
“The fact that I was a transgender
performer was never brought up and
my sexuality was never brought up
on the show. That was just it for me,”
Saunders said. “Even David Hasselhoff
told me that I had gone leaps and
bounds. I love what I’m doing, and
now it was just about getting the rest
of the world to see it.”
These days, Saunders can be found
in cabaret shows around Columbia,

somet imes tak ing on t he t it le of
producer, director and star — all in
one performance. She is lively, vibrant
and clearly passionate about providing
the best entertainment to her packed
audiences.
Continually striving to be her own
inspiration, Saunders designs and
embellishes all of her own outfits,
choreographs her own routines and
struts the stage in stacked platform
heels that would make most women
wobble just look i ng at t hem.
Performances come complete with
her own backup dancers from the Phi
Iota Phi dance fraternity at Benedict
College, including Aaron LaGroone,
Amarriie’ Michan, Kristen Johnson,
Darrell Daney and Aaron Kelley.
The self-trained performers, who
came together through a chain of
introductions from mutual friends,
SAUNDERS ● 7

Simpson’s CINEMA Novel Films
Movies based on popular youngadult book series succeed, flop
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The current reliance on novel-based films is
unimaginative, but these kinds of movies can still
become critically successful with the right cast,
screenwriter and director.
The recently released “Hunger Games” turned
out great thanks to Jennifer Lawrence as the lead
heroine and Gary Ross’s careful use of the material
while directing.
However, the major reason why movie studios
adapt novels, particularly young-adult novels, into
fi lms is for the opportunity to score big at the box
office. That is why most of these kinds of movies,
with a few expectations, end up in the pile of rejected

movie franchises. Let’s take a look at some these
attempts to make film adaptations of young-adult
novel: the good and the bad.

Best: Harry Potter
The “Harry Potter” film franchise is definitely
the most successf ul line of novel-based f ilms.
Perhaps the best aspect of the entire series was the
pleasure of watching the three leads grow into their
roles, making the moment during the fi nale when
they were waving goodbye to their children an
emotional experience. The series also saw its share
of different directors, each taking a darker approach
than the last to the source material. All of the films
featured dazzling special effects, great acting from its
established supporting cast and successful portrayals

of the heart of the novels.

Worst: Twilight
Next to “Harry Potter,” the “Twilight” movies are
defi nitely some of the most successful young-adult
novel-based films to date. But that doesn’t necessarily
mean that they are good. The first was decent at best,
but then came the sequels that dragged the series
down for the following reasons: terrible writing,
uninspired acting and the ever-shirtless presence of
Taylor Lautner. Let’s all be thankful that the series
will soon be over, as “Breaking Dawn — Part 2” will
be in theaters this fall. Oh, did I forget to mention
that another Stephanie Meyer novel is getting a
movie deal?

Worst: Eragon
At first, it seemed that “Eragon” was going to be
the next medieval fantasy epic to follow “The Lord
of the Rings.” Then again, it was based off a series
of novels written by a 15-year-old. There’s sword
fighting, magic and dragon riding, but “Eragon”
turned out to be a lifeless, derivative mess with the
quality of an original movie on the Syfy channel. Let
me put it to you like this: “Eragon” was so bad that
Avril Lavigne wrote a song for the film.

Best: The Chronicles of Narnia
People may have called “Chronicles of Narnia’s”
approach to its source material to be too safe with its
PG rating, but the movie did successfully capture the
imagination of the novel. The visual effects were firstrate and the coming-of-age story was compelling.
The casting was also top-notch, especially in the
supporting roles with James McAvoy as Mr. Tumnus,
Tilda Swinton as the White Witch and Liam Neeson
as the voice of Aslan.
The top reason why “I Am Number Four” failed
Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

“The Chronicles of Narnia” is one of the well-made films in the novel market, capturing all the imagination of the story.
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Worst: I Am Number Four
as a potential movie trilogy was the simple fact that
the film was released six months after the book was
released. That really isn’t enough time to develop a
built-in audience or create a much-needed amount
of hype to attract audiences. The story centered on
a group of alien teenagers who are hiding on Earth
from a menacing group of bald, tattooed aliens. Like
what I said with “Eragon,” “I Am Number Four”
has the quality of a made-for-Syfy film. The action
scenes and special effects no doubt won audiences
over, but “I Am Number Four” was just another
attempt to win over the “tweens” with its young cast
and sappy love story.
Remember this movie? You know, the one that

a good idea — not because it was bad (because it
wasn’t). Meant to be the first in a series of adaptations
of Phillip Pullman’s trilogy, the movie was eventually
dragged down by the derivative number of concepts
introduced, including talking bears, flying cowboys,
spirit animals and religious debates over the location
of the soul. Even with an all-star cast that included

7

Nicole Kidman and Daniel Craig and visual effects
worthy of an Academy Award, the film attracted too
much controversy for a possible sequel.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Worst:The Golden Compass
was completely lambasted by the Catholic Church
and practically scared New Line Cinema away from
making any sequels. I’m considering “The Golden
Compass” in the worst category because it just wasn’t

SAUNDERS ● Continued from 6
love the spotlight as much as Saunders
herself, soaking up every aspect from
the outfits to the bright lights on stage.
They even earned some of the loudest
screams during their ‘Single Ladies’
performance with Saunders, which
Johnson says is his favorite part of
every show.
“Single Ladies is my favorite thing
to perform,” he said. “We just love
being on stage and entertaining the
crowd.”
But no mat ter t he stage or t he
performance, Saunders injects her
own “fire” into every show, spreading

Courtesy of MCT Campus

The “Harry Potter” film series also earns a spot as one of the best novel-based movies for character development.

her act equally between upbeat, catchy
tracks and more sultry, soulful hits.
She works the crowd for tips, bootybumping with a few and stacking up
dollar bills that she tucks away with
a wink and a smile. And as always,
the biggest goal is to keep the crowd
moving.
“My performances are designed to
be captivating,” she says. “I always
want my presence on stage to make
you stop and look at only me.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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EMPLOYMENT

616 Laurel Street. 4BR/2BA house
located near campus and Vista.
Full appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,400/mth. Available
7/1/12. Call (803) 422-5704 for
more info.

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com
Experienced Personal Trainers
Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for details.
803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

Full Time Front Office Personnel
Downtown Columbia medical
practice is searching for a full-time
staff member. Ideal candidate
will have a great personality,
great communication skills as
well as very intergetic. Duties
include working with patients as
they check into and out of our
office for medical care. Good
computer skills is a must as
additional duties include verifying
patient insurance and obtaining
prior authorizations for medical
treatment. Office is open Monday
through Thursday. Please email
resume with availability and salary
requirements to:
smccord@physicianservicessc.
com

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
NOW HIRING SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour. April
positions available! Free Training
and Certification. Email Jim Reiser
jreiser@swimprofessor.com

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!

Daycamp, Gymnastics, and
Cheer Instructors wanted at
Palmetto Athletic Center
PAC is seeking energetic and
positive instructors for our summer
daycamps, gymnastics, and cheer/
tumbling programs. Please
visit pacstaff.com, click on the
employment link, and email your
application and or resume to
gm.pacsc@gmail.com. Contact us
at 951 2090 with any questions.
Email mhmacklen@gmail.com

Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Store away extra
provisions. Domesticity
calls for t he next t wo
days and a full pantry is
a treat. Besides, you can
feed those who help with
a home project.

Get into t he research
and figure out the very
best met hod. Qualit y
i n g r e d i e n t s m a t t e r.
Review the plan and go
over the recipe twice. Add
a whimsical touch.

Find a beautiful spot to
replenish your batteries
a n d g r o w y o u r s e l festeem. You may get into
a potentially unpleasant
discussion about money.
Be respectful.

Disregard an impertinent
suggestion. The more you
learn, the more you value
true friends. Your family is
there for you, too. Explore
and study an area of passion.

Gemini

Do not let anyone coax
you off track. You are
creating a positive buzz.
Learn f rom a f riend’s
m ist a ke. A creat ive
endeavor launched could
be lucrative.

Reconsider a method or
idea that is not working.
Do not alienate your team.
I nstead, ack nowledge
t heir talents. Develop
an outline and divide up
responsibilities.

D o not g e t s t u c k i n
silly arg u ment s (even
if tempted). They are
time-wasters. Check your
lists and spend any extra
minutes on fun. Gather
up love and riches today.

Yo u m a y b e m o r e
emotional than usual. Do
not sweat the small stuff,
really. Do not be afraid
to apologize if you mess
things up. You can do it.

Rela x wh i le you c a n
before things get busier.
Update your to-do list and
prioritize. Balance what
you love and what brings
in the bacon. No gambling.

Search for a forgotten
bu ried t reasu re. Find
clues all around you and
write down your thoughts.
Listen to your intuition;
you know where to find it.

A loved one helps you
regain t r ust and selfrespect. K indness,
consideration and good
manners are standards.
Practice standing in the
shoes of others.

Taurus

Cancer

Give in to talk of love.
Your self-discipline is
impressive, but you could
a l low you r s el f t o b e
swayed. You have got it all
going on, and besides, it is
for a worthy cause.

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Capricorn

TOMORROW
“CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF”
8 p.m., $10–$22
Workshop Theatre, 1136 Bull St.
“ABSTRACT ART IN SOUTH CAROLINA:
1949-2011”
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
South Carolina State Museum,
301 Gervais St.

VEARA, A BRIGHTER LIFE, VERSUS THE
ROBOT
7 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
GOOD CLEAN FUN W/ SHAUN CONLEY
AND ADAM COOK
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St.
03/29/12

Aquarius

Pisces

@thegamecock
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

REVEREND PEYTON’S BIG DAMN BAND
8:30 p.m., $6
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

03/29/12

1 2 3 4

for 03/28/12

JUNIOR BREAKFAST

BURRITO
AVAILABLE LATE NIGHT

WOODHILL MALL — NEXT TO TARGET
FIVE POINTS — NEXT TO WALGREEN
WALGREEN’SS

STARTING AT 10:30 PM—THURSDAY THRU SUNDAY MORNING
ORNING

ACROSS
1 Tic, for one
6 Arcade
trademark word
10 Its website has a
“Rodents 101”
section
14 “__ Go Again”:
Whitesnake #1
song
15 Brand at Petco
16 Pats on a buffet
17 ’30s-’40s Kildare
portrayer
18 Answered on
“Name That
Fabric”?
20 Just the binding?
22 Pocatello sch.
23 Texter’s “Oh,
before I forget ...”
24 Pah lead-in
25 Car radio
selection
28 Hedger’s OK
30 Land
measurement
32 “Discreet Music”
composer
33 Surrealist Jean
34 On the __ vive:
alert
35 City south of Fort
Worth
36 Scale model of
an ancient rival of
Rome
40 Oomph
41 DOD arm
42 Aus. currency
43 Seasonal helper
44 Olds 442 rivals
45 Honolulu’s __
Palace
49 Mouth formations
51 H.S. dropout’s
exam
52 Author Yutang
53 High dudgeon
54 Burger queen?
57 Non-contraband
cheese?
60 Rock’s Burdon et
al.
61 He lowered the
New York Times’
price from 3¢ to
1¢
62 Doofuses
63 Reds, maybe
64 Clothes alterer of
a kind
65 Disappearing
sound, and a hint

to this puzzle’s
theme
66 Tex’s “What if ...”
DOWN
1 Ramshackle
2 Native American
hallucinogen
3 Pointers
4 Tuner option
5 Where Clark met
Lewis in 1804
6 “Attack!”
7 Jazz great Malone
8 Oscar winner
Jannings
9 Toledo-to-Akron
dir.
10 Not spare the
rod?
11 Sellers role
12 Antipoverty agcy.
13 Exiled
Cambodian
Lon __
19 Like some
consequences
21 Revealing ’60s’70s fad
25 Literally, “pray
God”
26 SASE, e.g.
27 Overly
29 Slam
30 Blue hues
31 Heel
35 Medieval

Solutions from 03/28/12

fortiﬁcation
36 Sports Authority
Field altitude
37 Like some
movies
38 Chicken general?
39 It may be a relief
40 Last of 26, in
Chelsea
44 Erse speaker,
perhaps
46 White rat, e.g.
47 Reunion
attendees
48 Actually existing
50 Contentious talk

51 “Whither thou __
...”: Ruth
54 Five-time U.S.
Open champ
55 Jazz phrase
56 Coffee choice
57 Herbert who
played 11Down’s nemesis
Inspector
Dreyfus
58 Green preﬁx
59 Gillespie’s genre
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Equestrian rides momentum to championships
Gamecocks take 4 wins
in a row to postseason play
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For the South Carolina equestrian team, there
could be no better time to compete in the Southern
Equestrian Championships than right now.
USC has been on a roll over the past month
and a half, winning four events in a row. Over
that stretch, the Gamecocks have outscored their
opponents 55-16.
Head coach Boo Major hopes her team can
ride the momentum from the recent success to a
Southern championship.
“I really like where we are right now,” Major
said. “Our team has a lot of confidence and they’re
working as a unit. I really think it helps a lot to have
a four-game winning streak. I don’t think they’re
overconfident and that is a good thing. They are
going in to ride the best that they can on that given
day.”
The championships will take place this weekend
at Bishop, Ga., home of the Georgia Bulldogs’
equestrian team. USC plays Auburn Friday, and if
it wins the team will face the Bulldogs on Saturday.
Just over a month ago, the Gamecocks upset
then-No. 1 Auburn in Blythewood, S.C. in a meet
that jump-started USC’s winning streak. Major
said doing it a second time will be tough, but
possible.
“We have to ride as well as we did the last time
we played them,” Major said. “Auburn is a very
good team, but I think our team is quite good as
well. The good thing about this is that we are on
a level playing field; they don’t have the benefit of
their own horses and we don’t have the benefit of
ours.”
As for having to face the No. 1 Bulldogs in their
backyard, Major says that is just the way it works
out. Georgia has not lost at home this season.
“There is a definite advantage to hosting this
competition,” Major said. “You could say that it is
unfair, but Georgia is the one who got the top seed
and they beat us twice and Auburn once. We have
the ability to beat them, but it’s a wait-and-seehow-we-are-that-day kind of thing. I would say that
if we beat Auburn, we will have a good opportunity
and be very competitive against Georgia.”
USC has not fared well at these championships in
recent years, but Major is not worried. She is happy
with how her team has improved over the season.
“I was a little unhappy with how we started,”
Major said. “However, the good thing about this
team is that they know they’re good and they aren’t

Courtesy of USC Athletics

The USC equestrian team will play in the Southern Equestrian Championships on a four-game winning streak.
going to get down when they lose. I think they
have responded well to what the captains have been
preaching to them. Everybody is ready to go, and
I really like where we are right now. Even though
we have not fared well at this event in the past, I
think we have a very good opportunity to do well
this year.”
The Southern championships will not affect the
National Championships that take place April,
12-14, since the seedings have already been handed
out. Carolina’s Hunt Seat team earned a No. 2 seed
while the Western team got a No. 5 seed.

However, this weekend’s championships will help
prepare the team for nationals as the circumstances
will be similar.
“I think it’s a great tool to prepare for the
national championship,” Major said. “A lot of what
we are going to be asked of in terms of tests and
patterns are going to be the same things we’ll see at
nationals. We have got a lot of work to do, but we
can do it.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Follow us

@

thedailygamecock
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BACK FOR ONE MORE ROUND
Garcia returns to Williams-Brice
for first time since dismissal
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When former quarterback Stephen Garcia returned to
Columbia he said it felt weird as quarterback Andrew Clifford
drove him down Interstate 26 and into downtown.
But when Garcia took the field for South Carolina’s Pro Timing
Day, the quarterback who was dismissed partway through his
senior season said he felt right at home in Williams-Brice Stadium,
and fans cheered before he participated in his fi rst public drill of
the afternoon.
“I know he was happy when he heard the cheer for his 40-yard
dash,” said former offensive lineman Kyle Nunn. “That was a
really good support system for him. Even though there wasn’t
that many people here, the ones that were here supported him
and welcomed him back.”
Having been suspended five times throughout his collegiate
career, Garcia didn’t get a sixth suspension. He was dismissed
from the football team following a failed substance test, which
Garcia said was caused by alcohol, after the Gamecocks
suffered the fi rst loss of the 2011 season against Auburn at
home.
Garcia said that it felt like old times for him as he threw
to wide receivers Alshon Jeffery and Jason Barnes, sailing
balls out of their reach several times and throwing on target
other times. But on the other hand, Garcia said it is a job
and his future at stake now, which he wishes he would have
learned when he was in college.
It has been six months since Garcia played his fi nal game
as a Gamecock and the memory of waiting to meet with
Athletic Director Eric Hyman after fi nding out about his
failed substance test still haunts him.
“I kind of blacked out toward the end because I just
didn’t even want to hear,” Garcia said. “I didn’t want to see
anybody. And then I called my parents and told them what
happened and they came and helped me move out. I try not to
think about that.”
When he fi rst returned home, Garcia looked in the mirror and
asked himself what he was going to do next, thinking his dream of
playing football professionally was over. His weight got up to 245
pounds, which is when he called a trainer and said he needed to start
working out again. “I’ve got to give it one shot,” Garcia told his trainer.
On Wednesday, Garcia weighed in at 218 pounds, which he
attributes to cutting out alcohol and having a chef who makes
him lunches and dinners in Tampa. Though he says he is happy

with where his life is now, he also recognizes the uphill
battle he faces in getting to the NFL. He hasn’t
really considered a minor football league, like the
Canadian Football Leag ue or arena football.
Wearing a camouflage shirt, Garcia said that he
might consider joining the military. The main
goal is still the NFL, though.
“I’ve just got to talk and get in front of as
many scouts as I can and let them know me on
a personal level so they can see that I wasn’t
the monster that it was portrayed I was in
college,” Garcia said. “I guess we’ll see. I’ve
got another combine in Detroit on Saturday.
I’ll get another chance to be in front of them
and throw the ball around and hopefully do
well.”
Now, Garcia lives with his girlfriend and son, but
he described his past mistakes as a college kid trying to do
what everybody does in college. What he regrets most is
that it took him so long to figure out that being a regular
college kid and being an SEC quarterback confl ict. His
new life is a lot different than living in college, but not
in a bad way, as he called it “awesome.”
Garcia believes he helped his draft stock, but was also
just happy he got to see people he didn’t have a chance
to say goodbye to, like his former teammates. While
the ones that participated in the Pro Day were happy
that he got a chance to return, they once again had to
share the spotlight with a quarterback whose drama
and subsequent redemption story has been the headline
time and time again, as each player was inevitably
asked about what it was like to have Garcia back. On
Wednesday, the narrative felt the same.
“Every time I think about it, it’s upsetting,” Garcia said.
“But it happened in the way it happened. I still cheer for
these guys all the time and I still talk to them all the time
and wish them well. They’re going to do great next year and
Connor (Shaw) is going to do well. He did well this year. I’m
proud of the team. It’s still rough, though. It still is rough.”
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Alshon Jeffery impresses at USC Pro Timing Day
Former wide receiver quiets
critics of his measurables
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When wide receiver Alshon Jeffery
was on the field for South Carolina, there
were few questions about his play and
ability.
Jeffery chose to forgo his senior season
and enter the NFL Draft as the school’s
all-time leader in receiving yards. He also
has a school record-tying 23 touchdowns
and a school record 12 100-yard receiving
games.
But early in the draft process, Jeffery
was scrutinized for his supposed weight
gain. He put those rumors to bed at the
NFL Combine when he weighed in at
216 pounds, but was scrutinized again
for not participating in any of the events,
such as position drills and the 40-yard
dash.

Jeffery said he decided not to do the
drills when he got to the combine in
Indianapolis and spoke with his agent,
saying he felt more comfortable saving
all of the drills for South Carolina’s Pro
Timing Day, as he had fun joking around
with his teammates.
On Wednesday, Jeffery once again
silenced the scrutiny, as he ran his
much-anticipated 40-yard dash and was
unofficially timed in the high 4.4s to the
mid 4.5s by analysts and observers on the
field. There is no official time because
scouts take their own times, which vary
from scout to scout.
And while questions were answered
for teams looking to draft a wide receiver
in the top three rounds, questions still
remained for Jeffery, who didn’t know
the time he ran. Jeffery didn’t even know
the time he ran in training for the Pro
Day, as no one told him the times then
either.
“It’s pretty big,” Jeffery said. “But I just
thought of it like there’s no pressure and

to just go out there and have fun.”
Jeffery said he felt faster than defensive
end Melvin Ingram, partly because of his
weight loss. During the season, Jeffery
was listed at 229 pounds. On Wednesday,
he measured a 36 ½-inch vertical leap.
When teams put on film, Jeffery said
they’ll see an athlete that competes,
makes plays and does whatever it takes
for his team to win. On whether there’s
enough emphasis on that through the
process, Jeffery said “that’s for them to
judge.”
“I wasn’t worried about everything
that people were saying about me,”
Jeffer y said. “I was just going out
running. I mean, people are going to say
what they’re going to say about you. I just
went out and wanted to prove everyone
wrong and show that I’m in great shape
and that I’m looking good.”
With the same carefree attitude that
Jeffery has had throughout the process,
trusting that his play and ability would
speak for itself, Jeffery doesn’t worry

about his future destination. He said that
he just wants to “let the chips fall where
they may” on draft day. He knows that
whatever team gets him will be getting
an asset.
Pro Day was an important one for
Jeffery because he didn’t participate in
anything at the combine, so it was a
chance to silence his critics. Jeffery didn’t
tune everything out, even as people were
calling him and telling him that he was
looking great or that they were hearing
speculations over his weight. But Jeffery
said he didn’t worry about it, as was
evidenced by him not knowing the time
that meant so much to everyone else.
Though Jeffery may not worry, he still
pays attention.
“I felt great,” Jeffery said. “Everybody
told me I did great, so I’ll see. I’ll read
about what y’all will say.”
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